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Charter schools are educational alter-
natives that empower families with additional 
choices for their children. By providing flexi-
bility to educators while insisting on results, 
charter schools are helping foster a culture 
of educational innovation, accountability, and 
excellence. Charter schools also encourage 
parental involvement and help contribute to 
the national effort to close the achievement 
gap. 

The No Child Left Behind Act has played 
a central role in America’s efforts to improve 
our public schools and expand the opportuni-
ties available to our children. In 2007, Amer-
ican students reached record achievement 
levels on reading and math tests, and the 
achievement gap is beginning to close. Char-
ter schools have been an important part of 
this success. National Charter Schools Week 
is an opportunity to recognize the strength, 
vitality, and excellence of outstanding 
schools. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim May 4 through 
May 10, 2008, as National Charter Schools 
Week. I applaud our Nation’s charter schools 
and all those who make them a success, and 
I call on parents of charter school students 
to share their success stories and help Ameri-
cans understand more about the important 
work of charter schools. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of May, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 6, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on May 7. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting a 
Request for Fiscal Year 2009 
Supplemental Appropriations for 
Ongoing Military and Intelligence 
Operations and Selected Other 
International Activities 
May 2, 2008 

Dear Madam Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed amendments to my FY 2009 Budget 
that provide the necessary resources for on-
going military and intelligence operations, as 
well as foreign assistance activities in support 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation 
Enduring Freedom. They also provide the 
necessary resources for selected other inter-
national activities that advance our national 
security, including food assistance to address 
the global food crisis. 

These amendments distribute by account 
$70 billion of discretionary budget authority 
included as an allowance in my FY 2009 
Budget for the Global War on Terror. This 
amount is already factored into the FY 2009 
Budget projections and would not increase 
the deficit. 

I hereby designate the specific proposals 
in the amounts requested herein as emer-
gency requirements. This request represents 
urgent and essential requirements. The de-
tails of the request are set forth in the en-
closed letter from the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

April 26 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
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